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            Welcome!


UC Davis introduced its newest graduate program in Fall 2013 with the goal of adding fresh intellectual strength to traditional religious studies training. As the only major religious studies program configured in the 21st century, the Graduate program in the Study of Religion is designed to give students the deep skills of a specialist while making those skills relevant in new ways by fostering collaboration across the university and beyond it.


Graduate students in our program receive two kinds of training: classical research in the corpus of a particular religious tradition, and theoretical training to place this tradition at the center of broader concerns, in contemporary and regional context. We offer distinctive research strengths in three regions: American religious cultures, ancient Mediterranean religions, and Asian religions. A second regional specialization gives students an in-depth comparative basis. Students focus their scholarship through one of the following thematic lenses: Values, Ethics, and Human Rights; Modernity, Science, and Secularism; Visual Culture, Media and Technology; Language, Rhetoric, and Performance; Body and Praxis; Theory and Method. This curriculum provides the depth to produce rigorous scholarship that is on the cutting edge, redefining what religious studies has to say to the academy and public.


A second distinctive strength of our program is how we train students for successful careers. We see the PhD as intense, rigorous preparation for the life of the mind, developing valuable new ideas and sharing them. Our research workshops encourage students and faculty to create and share new work in a collaborative setting, together with scholars of all levels. And public scholarship is built into our graduate training. The deep research, analytical sophistication, and communication skills we teach translate to life in the larger world, preparing scholars to thrive in the public and private sectors as well as in the academy.


Our energetic program of building research power has put Davis in the top 3 West Coast Religious Studies PhD programs in terms of faculty, alongside Stanford and UC Santa Barbara. In 2015 we gained the greatest West Coast depth in ancient Judaism, moving from 1 to 3 faculty. 


For any inquiries, please contact religion@ucdavis.edu.
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    Upcoming Event - Notes From The Field: Prophets and Puppets: Notes on Ancient Healing and Entertainment


          
        Presented by Prof. Mike Chin - Department of Classics

TUESDAY, APRIL 16 12:00-1:00 PM

916 SPROUL     
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    Sacred Writes:  Public Scholarship on Religion


          
        Sacred Writes:  Public Scholarship on Religion, hosted by Northeastern University, is designed to address a gap between disciplinary expertise and effective communication strategies. Applications are now open for our final cohort of online public scholarship training for 12 scholars focused on race, justice, and religion, funded by the Henry R. Luce Foundation. The training will run from May through July 2024, with 8 training calls scheduled for Thursday afternoons, 3-4pm ET     
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    Upcoming Event - Towards a Counterhistory of the Western Canon | The “Original Fragments” of the Bible and Homer


          
        Today, powerful forces push us to either idolize or neglect now-canonical works like Homer and the Bible, seeing them as either evidence of a unique Western genius or as exhausted and overplayed “greatest hits.” But before they were idols, worshipped or fallen, ancient Mediterranean cultural monuments were something quite different. This workshop will explore how the discoveries of criticism let us encounter them freshly, as if for the first time.     
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    Call for Papers: Religion On the Move Graduate Student Conference


          
        Stanford University's Department of Religious Studies is excited to announce its interdisciplinary graduate student conference “Religion on the Move,” taking place on May 9 and 10, 2024     
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            Main Office:

Sproul Hall 

Room 210

 


      
      


        

              
          

      
        
          
            Contact Us:

religions@ucdavis.edu


      
      


        

              
          

      
        
          
            Admin Links

Log In

Webmaster


 


      
      


        

            



      
        
          [image: UC Davis footer logo]
        

      


        
    

    
    
            UC Davis College of Letters and Science | Social Sciences and Humanities Building | 530-752-0394





    
    
        
      University of California, Davis, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616 | 530-752-1011

    	Questions or comments?
	Privacy & Accessibility
	Principles of Community
	University of California
	Sitemap
	Last update: January 14, 2021


  Copyright © The Regents of the University of California, Davis campus. All rights reserved.




  



      This site is officially grown in SiteFarm.


    

      
  



  


    
    



  